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Hunger Games Comparisons 

Although the Hunger Games are built in a dystopian society, there are still many aspects 

that are similar to actual past events. Such include Slave Plantations and ancient Roman 

Gladiators at the Colosseum.  

The first comparison is to the Slave Plantations. The forced work in hard conditions and 

long hours is very similar to those of slave plantations. In District 12, people are put to work in 

the mines as soon as they turn 18. This is similar to the forced African Americans to work in 

plantations. In the book, Rue tells us of her long hours and labor in the fields of District 11, 

which is quite similar to the plantations. 

When the people in District 11 break the law, they are whipped publicly. Luckily, Katniss 

doesn’t experience this in her district, but many other districts do suffer from the harsh 

punishments. During the time of slavery, many people were illiterate, or unable to read and 

write, because of their being forced to work. They had no time for education. Rue speaks of this 

when she says she has to often skip school because she has to work in the fields.  

The second comparison is the Gladiators at the Colosseum in Rome. Many people were 

poor and becoming a gladiator and winning a fight brought you wealth. This is similar to how the 

victor of the Hunger Games is showered with gifts and becomes very wealthy. Another similarity 
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