
 ACADEMY NEWS 

Gospel Reflection  
 

GOSPEL 
 Jesus said to his disciples:  “In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
 “And then they will see the ‘Son of Man coming in the clouds’ with great power and glory, and then he will 
send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the end of the earth to the end of the sky.” 
 “Learn a lesson from the fig tree.  When its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves you know that sum-
mer is near. In the same way, when you see these things happening,, know that he is near, at the gates.  Amen, I 
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 
 
REFELCTION 
 Wars, conflict, disagreements.  Look at the news headline on any given day and you will read some negative 
story.  Ignorance is not bliss, but the never-ending news cycle we are exposed to from our technology devices 
can be over whelming.  Imagine how much more this is true for our younger children. 
 Jesus reminds us today where peace and permanence can always be found— in the words of the Gospel, 
which “will not pass away.”  Our task is to help prepare each other for life in the world to come.  We ask our-
selves: How are we helping others to be ready for eternal life?” 
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Our Mission Statement:  
St. Mary’s Academy promotes academic excellence within a Christ-centered Catholic community. Students 
from Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 learn acceptance and appreciation of others and develop to their full 
potential within a nurturing, family environment.” 

Important December Dates:  
December 3rd:  We will begin collecting hats and mittens for our Giving Tree.  All collections will go to those in 

need at the Gray House located in Springfield, MA.   Thank you. 

December 6th and 7th:  The Drama Club production of “The Bells of St. Mary’s” will be at 7:00.  Please get your 

tickets in the Main Office. 

December 8th  Breakfast with Santa .  A paper will come home soon to sign up for Breakfast with Santa.  Please 

join us. 

 



 With the Thanksgiving holiday next week, the faculty and staff at St. Mary’s Academy would like to wish all of our 

families a safe and Blessed Thanksgiving. The weekly newsletter will not be published on Wednesday, November 21st.  

The next newsletter will be on November 28th. 

 We have begun to see families send in their 24 sold Advent Calendar stubs and money.  We are asking all other families 

to send in their 24 sold tickets as soon as possible.  Friday, November 30th will be our first drawing.  Thank you. 

 Just a reminder that we are still collecting canned goods for our Mayflower Marathon competition.  Please have all 

canned goods in by this Monday, November 19th. As of today, our Kindergarten classroom is in the lead with the most 

canned goods!  The classroom with the most canned goods at the end of the competition will receive a pizza party! 

Next Wednesday November 21st is a half day of school as we will begin our Thanks-
giving break.  Dismissal will be at 11:30 with no after school care. 

Fair Share Opportunities: 
 
Advent Calendar Family Sales:  

There is only 14 days left to sell your Advent Calendars!    These calendars make great Christmas gifts – the perfect alterna-

tive to scratch tickets!  Looking to buy something for your hair stylist, mailman, or housekeeper?  These raffle tickets are 

great with multiple chances to win cash prizes!   

SMA families will have until Nov. 30th to personally sell the 24 calendars they were given and because of our generous 

sponsors, all money raised goes directly to enhance our academic programs here at SMA.  Last year, we raised $20,000 and 

we hope to reach that goal again. If your family sells all 24, you will receive FOUR fair share hours PLUS a family dress 

down.   

We are in need of help with our uniform closet.   If you could help to organize it, we would greatly appreciate it.  Please 

contact the Main Office with your availability.  Thank you 



Ski Club!!! 

 

Ski/Snowboard Club: 

The ski/snowboard club is a go this year!  We meet every Friday night starting in January and go for 6 weeks. Click on 
the attachment for more information or click www.skiblandford.com/store/  to sign up.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Jocelyn Hemingway at 413-348-6121 or Jmhemingway145@gmail.com.  This has always been a great pro-
gram where you can meet other families from SMA while your children enjoy supervised lessons or just ski with 
friends.  All registration is online.  

• Thank you to those families who are selling Advent Calendars at local Parishes. This is a HUGE 

part of our overall success and we appreciate your efforts.   We could not reach our goal without 

your help.  




